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1. Introduction 

What is the Dordon Neighbourhood Plan? 
1.1 The Neighbourhood Plan for Dordon Parish Neighbourhood Area has been prepared in accordance 

with the Town and Country Planning Act 1990, the Planning & Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, the 
Localism Act 2011, the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 and Directive 2001/42/EC 
on Strategic Environmental Assessment. The Plan establishes a vision of the future for the Plan area 
and sets out how that vision will be realised through planning and controlling land use and 
development change.  

1.2 The Plan relates to planning matters (the use and development of land) and has been prepared in 
accordance with the statutory requirements and processes set out in the Town and Country Planning 
Act 1990 (as amended by the Localism Act 2011) and the Neighbourhood Planning (general) 
Regulations 2012. 

What is the Basic Conditions Statement? 
1.3 This Basic Conditions Statement has been prepared to accompany the Dordon Neighbourhood Plan 

(hereafter the DNP). Paragraph 8 (2) of Schedule 4B to the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 as 
applied to neighbourhood plans by section 38A of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, 
requires that a Neighbourhood Development Plan meets each of the following Basic Conditions1: 

I. has regard to national policies and advice contained in guidance issued by the Secretary of 
State it is appropriate to make the neighbourhood plan,  

II. contributes to the achievement of sustainable development,   
III. is in general conformity with the strategic policies contained in the development plan for the 

area of the authority (or any part of that area), 
IV. does not breach and is otherwise compatible with European Union (EU) and European 

Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) obligations,  
V. does not breach the requirements of chapter 8 part 6 of the Conservation of Habitats and 

Species Regulations 2017, 
VI. having regard to all material considerations, it is appropriate that it is made. 

  

1.4 This document outlines how the DNP meets the Basic Conditions. 

2. Key Statements 
1.5 The Plan area covers the parish of Dordon and the Parish was designated a neighbourhood plan area 

on 20th September 2017.  Dordon Parish Council are the qualifying body for the purposes of 
neighbourhood planning.  

1.6 The DNP expresses policies that relate to the development and use of land only within the 
Neighbourhood Area. 

 
1 See national planning practice guidance Paragraph: 065 Reference ID: 41-065-20140306 
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1.7 The Neighbourhood Area is shown on the map accompanying the neighbourhood designation 
application and the designated area is contiguous with the parish boundary.  

1.8 The DNP covers the period from 2022 to 2033.  

1.9 The Plan proposals do not deal with mineral extraction and waste development, nationally significant 
infrastructure or any other matters set out in Section 61K of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 
as ‘excluded development’. 

1.10 The DNP does not relate to more than one neighbourhood area and covers only the parish of Dordon 
as shown in figure 1 below.  

Figure 1: Dordon Neighbourhood Plan Area 

 

1.11 There are no other Neighbourhood Plans in place for this area.  

1.12 The Pre-Submission Draft DNP was made available for consultation in accordance with Regulation 14 
of the Neighbourhood Plan Regulations from 1st December 2021 to 28th January 2022. This resulted in 
substantive amendments so a second regulation 14 was run from the 19th August to 30th September. 
The comments received are summarised in the document entitled ‘Consultation Statement’.  

(C) Crown copyright and database rights 2017 Ordnance Survey 100017910Date:14:02:17

Scale: 1:22000
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3. Conformity with National and District Policy  
1.13 The Neighbourhood Plan has been prepared having regard to national policies and advice set out in 

the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)2.  Paragraphs 28 to 30 and footnote 18 of the NPPF 
refers to Neighbourhood Plans requiring them to have regard to the policies in the NPPF.   

1.14 The NPPF provides a framework within which local communities can produce Neighbourhood 
Development Plans for their area and sets out how planning should help achieve sustainable 
development (see paragraphs below relating to achieving sustainable development). 

1.15 The NPPF also refers to the need for Neighbourhood Plans to be in general conformity with strategic 
policies in any Development Plan that covers the area, here it is the NWBC Local Plan 2021- 2033.   

1.16 The Neighbourhood Plan has been in preparation since 2019.  In accordance with National Planning 
Guidance, documents commissioned by NWBC have also been used to guide the Neighbourhood Plan 
policies. These are;  

• Draft Residential Guidance 2020 and Draft Distinctiveness Guidance3  
• Historic Environment Assessment of Potential Development Areas within North Warwickshire  
• North Warwickshire Green Space Strategy 2019 – 2033 
• LUC Historic Environment Assessment 2019 
• West Midland Strategic Site Employment Sites Study 2021 
 

1.17 Table 1 sets out how the DNP is in general conformity National Policy. 

 

  

 
2 All references are to the NPPF 2021 
3 As these are both at draft stage they have been used as background information  
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Table 1: Assessment of how each policy in the DNP conforms to the NPPF 

NP Policy 
No. 

Policy Title  NPPF Ref (para.) Commentary 

1 Sustainable 
Development 

7,8 1.18 The NPPF enshrines sustainable 
development at the heart of planning. Policy 
1 defines what sustainable development is in 
the context of the Plan Area in the context of 
locally specific issues. 

2 Protecting the 
Natural 
Environment and 
Enhancing 
Biodiversity  

174, 179, 180 1.19 The NPPF at para 174 states that planning 
policies should ‘minimis[e] impacts on and 
provid[e] net gains for biodiversity’.  

1.20 Policy 2 provides a clear policy framework to 
show how the impact on biodiversity of 
development will be assessed and how it can 
be mitigated. NPPF para 180 d supports 
opportunities to improve biodiversity in and 
around development especially when this 
can secure measurable net gains. In 
accordance with para 179, areas of 
biodiversity value have been identified and 
Policy 2 protects them. 

3 Local Green 
Spaces   

99, 100 The NPPF encourages communities to 
identify, for special protection, green areas 
of particular importance. Policy 3 identifies 2 
areas of tranquillity and/or community value 
that will be protected from development.  

4  Protecting 
Landscape 
Character  

130, 174 The landscape character of the Plan Area is 
highly valued by the local community.  
The NPPF at para 130a requires planning 
policies to ensure that developments will 
‘function well and add to the overall quality 
of the area not just in the short term but over 
the life time of the development’.  
The NPPF at para 174 requires planning 
policies to ‘contribute to and enhance the 
natural and local environment by [174 a)] 
protecting and enhancing valued 
landscapes’. 
Policy 4 defines the overall approach to 
protecting landscape character and provides 
a framework to show how the allocated sites 
and any infill development should be 
designed to minimise the impact on the 
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NP Policy 
No. 

Policy Title  NPPF Ref (para.) Commentary 

landscape.  Policy 4 is based on an 
understanding and evaluation of the defining 
characteristics of the Plan Area undertaken 
for the Neighbourhood Plan. The 
identification of green gaps around Dordon 
village and the key views contributes to this 
analysis, providing local input in establishing 
where the landscape is locally valuable.  
Based on this detailed analysis Policy 4 
provides a framework to identify and protect 
the valued landscape. 

5 Creating a Local 
Green Network 

104, 106 The NPPF supports the promotion of 
sustainable transport like cycling and walking 
in planning policies. Given the scale or 
proposed development it is important that 
development considers all opportunities to 
include non vehicular routes that provide a 
network for getting across the parish.  

6 Protecting and 
Enhancing 
Heritage Assets 

189,190,194,197 The NPPF places great importance on the 
protection and enhancement of heritage 
assets and that ‘these assets are an 
irreplaceable resource and should be 
conserved in a manner appropriate to their 
significance’. 

Policy 6 sets out ‘a positive strategy for the 
conservation and enjoyment of the historic 
environment’ in accordance with NPPF para 
190.  

Policy 6 (2) identifies 10 buildings and 
structures that are nominated  for local 
listing, recognising the contribution they 
make to the historic environment of the 
parish. 

7 Reducing the Risk 
of Flooding 

167, 153, 154 1.21 Para 167 of the NPPF is clear that ‘When 
determining locations local planning 
authorities should ensure that flood risk is 
not increased elsewhere. Policy  7 reflects the 
local concern about flood risk particularly in 
relation to drainage capacity.  
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NP Policy 
No. 

Policy Title  NPPF Ref (para.) Commentary 

1.22 Para 153 notes that plans should take into 
account the long-term implications for flood 
risk and that new development should avoid 
increasing vulnerability to the range of 
impacts arising from climate change’.  Policy 
7 provides a policy framework to emphasise 
that drainage is a significant issue  in the 
parish and that mitigation is required.  

The importance of SuDs, designed to provide 
an opportunity to achieve net biodiversity 
gains and multi benefits is supported in 
Policy 7 in accordance with best practice. 

8 Achieving High 
Quality Design 

126, 127, 128, 
129, 
134 and 134b  
 

In accordance with NPPF para 127 Policy 8 
provides ‘a clear vision and expectations, so 
that applicants have as much certainty as 
possible about what is likely to be 
acceptable’.  
The NPPF supports the production of Design 
Codes for neighbourhood areas and Policy 8 
is underpinned by the Dordon Design Code.  
NPPF para 130a) ensures that development 
‘adds to the overall quality’ of the Plan Area. 
The policy is ‘sympathetic to local character 
and history including the surrounding built 
environment and landscape setting’ as it is 
based on the Dordon Design Code analysis.  
Policy 8 encourages the use of the National 
Design Guide standards and Building for a 
Healthy Life to provide a measure of the 
standard required in accordance with NPPF 
para 126 ‘Being clear about design 
expectations and how these will be tested is 
essential for achieving [good design]’. 

9 A Mix of Housing 
Types and 
Tenures 

61,62, 63,64,65, 
Annex 2 

1.23 The delivery of sufficient homes to meet the 
needs of groups with specific housing 
requirements is a central part of the planning 
system (para 60). Para 61 supports the use of 
local housing needs assessments to inform 
policy. The DNP is supported by a parish 
HNA. The NPPF para 62 states that were a 
need is identified (including for affordable 



 9 

NP Policy 
No. 

Policy Title  NPPF Ref (para.) Commentary 

housing) this should be reflected in planning 
policy. Policy 9 is a response to the HNA 
findings. 

1.24 NPPF Para 63 states that ‘where a need for 
affordable housing is identified, planning 
policies should specify the type of affordable 
housing required’. Policy 9 based on the 
Dordon HNA requires development to meet 
local housing need as well as accepting that 
the strategic allocation will require dwellings 
to meet a wider need within the District and 
beyond. The use of up-to-date evidence is in 
accordance with the NPPF. This creates a 
policy framework that identifies different 
house sizes and types and encourages a 
range of development to meet this need - 
(see NPPF para 62). 

10 Renewable 
Energy, Energy 
Efficiency and 
Low Carbon 
Technologies 

153, 154, 155 1.25 The NPPF sees the planning system as crucial 
in supporting the transition to a low carbon 
future. ‘Policies should support appropriate 
measures to ensure the future resilience of 
communities and infrastructure to climate 
change impacts’ para 153 

New development should be planned in 
ways that ‘can help to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions, such as through its location, 
orientation and design’ (para 154). 

Given the scale of growth anticipated in the 
parish it is vital that development is 
supported to meet the highest 
environmental standards possible. Policy 10 
supports this. 

11 Protecting and 
Enhancing the 
Provision of 
Community 
Facilities 

93 The NPPF states that planning policies should 
enable ‘the retention and development of 
accessible local services and community 
facilities, such as local shops, meeting places, 
sports venues, open space, cultural buildings, 
public houses and places of worship’. 
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NP Policy 
No. 

Policy Title  NPPF Ref (para.) Commentary 

1.26 Policy 11 highlights the need to protect the 
existing facilities and to ensure that, given  
the growing population future facilities will 
be provided commensurate with the growth 
expected. The relocation of Birch Coppice 
Club House is also supported where it does 
not see a loss in the quality of the provision. 

12 Supporting the 
Local Economy 

8, 84 1.27 Policy 12 supports the existing businesses in 
the parish reflecting the community’s desire 
to support the area as a place where people 
live and work. This reflects the approach to 
sustainable development in the NPPF 
because providing local employment creates 
local job opportunities and can reduce the 
need to travel. The need to create a nicer 
environment around the neighbourhood 
centre on Browns Lane is highlighted to 
encourage people to shop there.  

13 Car Parking along 
Long Street and 
New Street and 
Public Transport 

104 The NPPF requires transport issues to be 
considered from the earliest stages of plan 
making so that ‘patterns of movement, 
streets, parking and other transport 
considerations are integral to the design of 
schemes, and contribute to making high 
quality places.‘ The analysis in the DNP 
demonstrates the issues with Long Street 
and New Street and policy 13 seeks to avoid 
further congestion by requiring future 
development to provide off street parking. 

14 Development 
Contributions 

34 The NPPF notes that plans should set out the 
contribution expected from development 
but that such policies should not undermine 
deliverability of the Plan. Policy 14 highlights 
the necessity of ensuring local infrastructure 
is adequate but set in the context of national 
regulations.  
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4. Contribution to the Achievement of Sustainable Development 
1.28 The NPPF has a presumption in favour of sustainable development. ‘Achieving sustainable 

development means the  planning system has three overarching objectives which are interdependent 
and need to be pursued in mutually supportive ways (so that opportunities can be taken to secure net 
gains across each of the different objectives)’.4 The DNP recognises that this is a balancing act and the 
objectives of the Plan comprise a balance of social, economic and environmental objectives.   

1.29 The economic goals relate to the emphasis on supporting sustainable economic development and 
highlighting and supporting the continuation of the existing businesses in the parish. The DNP 
recognises the contribution these businesses make, providing local employment and services to the 
community. The DNP also supports the growth of new businesses where this takes into account other 
policies in the Local Plan. 

1.30 The DNP recognises the existing traffic constraints which will limit future economic growth in the 
existing Dordon built up area and provides a locally specific solution in relation to Long Street and New 
Street.  

See Policies 1, 12,13 

1.31 The social goals are to maintain a thriving community, recognising that the community and its needs 
change over time. The DNP accepts that the strategic site allocation will make a regional contribution 
to the provision of homes and that the housing mix and type needs to be suitable for people from a 
wide housing market area.  Community facilities are vital to provide social space and these are 
protected. The DNP protects the community facilities, and recognises the value the community place 
on the quality of indoor and outdoor provision. The DNP identifies areas of community value as Local 
Green Spaces (LGS). The new Local Green Spaces in the parish have a social value (for leisure and 
recreation) as well as for their tranquillity and environmental value. Promoting better walking and 
cycling connections across the parish is an important policy objective as this provides an opportunity 
for active travel and can enhance health and well-being.   

1.32 The DNP supports the inclusion of a new Local Centre as part of the strategic allocation and seeks to 
ensure it is accessible to existing as well as new residents.  

1.33 The DNP has been prepared on the basis that local people can inform planning policy in their 
neighbourhood at the pre-application engagement stage (see Key Principle). By enabling people to 
become more actively involved in the decision-making process the Neighbourhood Plan has assisted 
in building social capacity.  

See key principle and policies 1, 3, 5, 9,11  

1.34 The environmental goals are to protect the natural and built environment. The Neighbourhood Plan 
policies ensure that proposals protect and where possible enhance valued landscapes and the heritage 
of the parish.  The DNP requires biodiversity net gain and development to meet the highest 
environmental standards all in keeping with government and national policy. The DNP addresses the 
local concern about flood risk and provides a locally specific policy framework.  

 
4 NPPF para 8 
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1.35 The design policy is based on the Dordon Design Guidance and Code  to provide clarity to developers 
on what constitutes sustainable development. The identification of Key Views based on landscape 
analysis is an important part of this process. They are not intended as being a bar to development but 
to provide clarity to decision makers and developers about the sensitivity of these spaces within and 
adjoining the built up area. The protection and extension of the existing footpaths across the parish 
creating a Local Green Network also provides an important contribution to protecting and enhancing 
the environment.   

See policies 1, 2, 4, 5 6, 7, 8, 10 

1.36 A sustainability matrix of the policies in the DNP has been produced to assess the policies against 
sustainability criteria. There is no legal requirement for neighbourhood plans to have a Sustainability 
Appraisal. It is considered that this Sustainability Matrix is adequate in showing how the 
Neighbourhood Plan policies will deliver sustainable development.   The Sustainability Matrix shows 
that the Neighbourhood Plan policies would mostly have a positive benefit and occasionally a neutral 
impact. 

Sustainability Matrix   
Policy Environmental Impact Economic Impact Social Impact 

Policy 1 
Sustainable 
Development 

Positive impact 
Minimises the impact of 
development on the 
environment by 
requiring development 
to be sustainable and 
defining what that 
means for Dordon. Sets 
out clear guidelines for 
the location of new 
development. 

Positive impact 
Sets out clear 
guidelines for the 
location of new 
development.  Ensures 
that the impact of new 
development avoids 
harm to the local 
character of the parish 
as a place to live. 
Protecting the quality 
of the place will 
ensure the Parish 
remains a desirable 
and economically 
attractive place to 
live/work. 

Positive impact 
Sets out clear guidelines 
for sustainable 
development to provide 
assurance to existing and 
future generations that 
the attributes that make 
the Parish special will be 
protected and that the 
growth provides some 
community gain.  

Policy 2 
Protecting the 
natural 
environment 
and Enhancing  
Biodiversity  

Positive impact 
Highlights the specific 
biodiversity quality of 
the Parish and requires 
development to make a 
net contribution to 
biodiversity. Identifying 
areas of nature 
conservation and 
specific actions that 
would enhance 

Neutral Impact 
 

Positive impact 
The quality of the 
environment around the 
parish is a very important 
to local residents. The 
biodiversity of the parish is 
a valuable attribute; 
residents cherish the 
quality and accessibility of 
nature.  
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Policy Environmental Impact Economic Impact Social Impact 

biodiversity in the Plan 
Area. 

Policy 3 
Designation of 
Local Green 
Spaces 
 
 

Positive Impact 
The designation of Local 
Green Spaces highlights 
the value of these 
spaces to local people 
and affords them 
additional protection 
from development.   

Neutral Impact 
 

Positive Impact 
These Local Green Spaces 
have been put forward by 
local people and are very 
important to them; their 
designation provides 
assurance that they will be 
protected from 
development for the 
duration of the Plan 
period. The focus on them 
may enable improved 
maintenance of them to 
enhance their form and 
function. 

Policy 4 
Protecting the 
Landscape 
Character 

Positive Impact  
Requires development 
to protect the local 
valued landscape, 
recognizes the 
importance of space and 
the sense of place  
created by the open 
fields around Dordon 
village on the west and 
east and the key views 
that exist because of 
this. Recognises that  
this is a defining 
characteristic. 
 

Positive Impact  
The direct access to a 
rural environment 
(country walks and 
large open green 
spaces) is an attribute 
that attracts people to  
the Parish. 

Positive Impact  
This policy seeks to ensure  
that even though there 
will be probably be a lot of 
development in the parish 
the quality of the 
landscape is understood 
and that where possible 
aspects like mature 
hedgerows and some long 
views will remain intact.  
 

Policy 5 
Creating a Local 
Green Network 

Positive Impact  
Creating a network of 
routes that will 
encourage people to 
cycle or walk will reduce 
car usage which is 
beneficial in addressing 
climate change.  

Neutral Impact  Positive Impact  
The creation of connecting 
routes within and 
connecting it to a wider 
network out of the parish 
provides leisure and 
recreation opportunities 
for local people.  

Policy 6 
Protecting and 
Enhancing 
Heritage Assets 

Positive Impact 
Protecting the historic 
environment is an 
important tenet of 
sustainable 
development.  

Positive Impact 
Protecting the historic 
environment 
maintains the quality 
of the Parish, ensuring 
the area remains an 
attractive, 

Positive Impact 
The community value the 
historic character of the.  
Policy 6 is locally specific 
and nominates additional 
buildings and structures 
identified by local people 
for local listing. 
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Policy Environmental Impact Economic Impact Social Impact 

economically vibrant 
place to live and work. 

Policy 7 
Reducing the 
Risk of 
Flooding  

Positive Impact 
The Policy ensures that 
development will not 
cause additional 
problems in relation to 
existing drainage 
systems.  Development 
is supported that 
increases the use of 
SuDS, increases 
biodiversity and creates 
open spaces with multi-
functional uses.  

Positive Impact 
The economic cost of 
damage to homes and 
businesses from 
flooding is high, 
mitigating the impact 
of new development 
and reducing the risk 
of flooding ensures 
the area remains an 
attractive place to live. 

Positive Impact 
Concern about the impact 
of future development on 
Dordon village and the risk 
of flooding creates anxiety 
and distress. Development 
which will not exacerbate 
the situation and may 
reduce the likelihood of 
flooding in general 
improves well-being.  

Policy 8 
Achieving High 
Quality Design  

Positive Impact  
Policy 8 seeks to 
minimise the impact of 
development on the 
environment by setting 
out design guidelines 
that ensure 
development will 
complement the existing 
built form and landscape 
and seeks to ensure that 
development will 
reinforce existing 
character. 

Positive Impact 
Ensures a high-quality 
design that will have 
community support.    

Positive Impact  
Ensures that new 
development integrates 
with the existing, creating 
high-quality buildings. 
Provides existing and 
future residents with 
confidence that future 
development will be of the 
highest design quality. 

Policy 9 A Mix 
of Housing 
Types and 
Tenures 

Neutral Impact 
 

Positive Impact 
Uses a robust 
evidence base (the 
Dordon HNA) to 
support the need for a 
range of housing type 
and tenures that 
meets local as well as 
wider need that will 
be commercially 
attractive to buyers 
and tenants (for 
Affordable and private 
rented housing).  

Positive Impact 
Seeks to provide new 
houses that will meet local 
need and the changing 
needs of people over their 
life time. 
 
 

Policy 10 
Renewable 
Energy, Energy 
Efficiency and 
Low Carbon 
Technologies 

Positive Impact 
Proposals that use low 
carbon technologies 
and encourage the use 
of renewable energy 
improve air quality and 

Positive Impact 
In the long-term 
addressing climate 
change is an economic 
necessity. 

Positive Impact 
The community want a 
lower carbon 
neighbourhood.  
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Policy Environmental Impact Economic Impact Social Impact 

reduce the use of scarce 
resources. This step 
change will assist in 
addressing the issues of 
climate change. 

Policy 11 
Protecting and 
Enhancing 
Community 
Facilities 

Neutral Impact Positive Impact 
A good range of 
community provision 
creates a more vibrant 
neighbourhood where 
people want to live 
and work. 

Positive Impact 
Access to a range of 
indoor and outdoor 
community facilities is vital 
to foster a sense of 
community cohesion and 
well-being in the parish.  

Policy 12 
Supporting the 
Local Economy 

Neutral Impact 
Any expansion of 
employment uses will be 
on existing employment 
sites or well designed 
and located in 
accordance with other 
policies in the DNP.   

Positive Impact 
The policy supports 
the growth of local 
businesses through 
the intensification of 
uses on the existing 
industrial estate 
and/or the conversion 
of buildings. New 
employment 
development is 
permissible in the 
context of Local Plan 
LP6. Policy 12 will 
allow existing 
businesses to continue 
to expand and to have 
premises that meet 
their needs.  

Positive Impact 
A flourishing local 
economy provides job 
opportunities and 
investment in the Parish. 

Policy 13 Car 
Parking along 
Long Street and 
New Street 

Positive Impact 
The policy seeks to make 
walking along these 
streets safer and more 
pleasant with less 
congestion.  

Neutral Impact Positive Impact 
Congestion on Long Street 
and New Street was 
identified as a major issue 
of concern by local people. 
This policy seeks to ensure 
that any infill development 
on the street does not 
exacerbate this problem. 

Policy 14 
Development 
Contributions 

Positive Impact 
Where the contribution 
delivers infrastructure 
like walking and cycling 
routes (as part of the 
Local Green Network) 
and green space this will 
benefit the 
environment.  

Positive Impact 
Where this delivers 
infrastructure that 
ensures that the 
proposed growth will 
not add to existing 
road congestion (for 
example) this will 
benefit the economy.   

Positive Impact 
Where this delivers 
funding to support local 
public services (school 
places for example) this 
will mitigate the impact of 
development on existing 
provision.  
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5. Compatibility with Former EU Obligations post Brexit (SEA and 
HRA Screening)  

1.37 The European Withdrawal Act 2018 (EUWA) provides a new constitutional framework for the 
continuity of retained EU law in the UK, replacing the EU treaties that had until that point applied in 
the UK. Section 7 of the EUWA 2018 states that ‘Anything which was immediately before exit day, 
primary legislation of a particular kind, subordinate legislation of a particular kind or another 
enactment of a particular kind and continues to be domestic law on and after exit day continues to be 
domestic law as an enactment of the same kind’5. 

1.38 The references below are to EU directives and regulations because ‘there is no official record of which 
EU treaty rights were incorporated into UK law‘6 but the EUWA  accepts that the same environmental 
standards remain.  

1.39 ‘The EU (Withdrawal) Bill incorporates the existing body of EU environmental law into UK law, making 
sure the same protections have effect in the UK and laws still function effectively after the UK leaves 
the EU’7. 

1.40 On the basis of the foregoing the DNP has been assessed in accordance with extant EU regulation that 
has been incorporated into UK law.  

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and Habitat Regulation 
Assessment (HRA) Screening  

1.41 The environmental assessment of plans with a significant environmental impact is a requirement of 
the EC Directive on the assessment of plans and programmes on the environment (Directive 
2001/42/EC), known as the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Directive.  

1.42 A Habitats Regulation Assessment (HRA) is required where a Neighbourhood Plan is deemed likely to 
result in significant negative effects on protected European Sites as a result of the Plan’s 
implementation8.  

1.43 NWBC sought an SEA/HRA comment from the statutory consultees in June 2021. The response from 
Natural England at that time was that ‘there are unlikely to be significant environmental effects from 
the proposed plan.’  

1.44 A Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and Habitats Regulation Assessment Screening Report 
was undertaken by Planning with People on behalf of NWBC in November 2021 to seek further 
comment from the Environment Agency and Historic England. In accordance with regulations NWBC 
consulted again with Natural England, the Environment Agency and Historic England. Subsequent 
amendments to the DNP following a second Regulation 14 consultation in 2022 has not altered this 

 
5 See https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2018/16/section/7  
6 See https://www.pinsentmasons.com/out-law/guides/retained-eu-law-uk-after-brexit 
7 EU Withdrawal Bill Fact sheet 8 Environmental Principles. EU Withdrawal Bill came into force in January 2020 
8 Article 6(3) of the EU Habitats Directive and with Regulation 61 of the Conservation of Habitats and Species 
Regulations 2010 (as amended).  
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assessment. The Screening Report is available on DNPs web site9 and NWBC provided a screening 
determination letter concluding that a SEA is not required, the letter is at Appendix A. 

Other EU obligations 
1.45 The Neighbourhood Plan has regard to and is compatible with the fundamental rights and freedoms 

guaranteed under the European Convention on Human Rights.  Whilst an Equality Impact Assessment 
Report has not been specifically prepared, great care has been taken throughout the preparation and 
drafting of this Plan to ensure that the views of the whole community were embraced to avoid any 
unintentional negative impacts on particular groups.  

1.46 The main issues for planning are the right to family life and in preventing discrimination. The DNP 
makes positive contributions, such as protecting the heritage and landscape of the Plan area, 
protecting Local Green Spaces, supporting the improvement of walking and cycling routes and 
promoting housing to meet local needs. The population profile has revealed that there are not 
significant numbers of people who do not speak English (as a first language) and it has not been 
necessary to produce consultation material in other languages.  

1.47 The Neighbourhood Plan has been prepared with extensive input from the community and 
stakeholders as set out in the accompanying Consultation Statement.10 There was consultation and 
engagement early on in the process and residents were encouraged to participate throughout. The 
draft Neighbourhood Plan has been consulted on as required by Regulation 14 of the Neighbourhood 
Planning (General) Regulations 2012; responses have been recorded and changes have been made as 
per the schedule set out in the Statement of Consultation. The Consultation Statement has been 
prepared by the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group and meets the requirements set out in Paragraph 
15 (2) of the Regulations.  

6. General Conformity with Strategic Local Policy 
1.48 To meet the Basic Conditions, the Neighbourhood Plan is required to demonstrate general conformity 

with the strategic policies in the adopted Local Plan. The Local Plan strategic policies provide detailed 
guidance on where new development can take place and sets out the factors that will be considered 
by NWBC when considering all proposals for development.  

1.49 The DNP has been developed to be in general conformity with these strategic policies.   Table 2 
provides a summary of how each of the Neighbourhood Plan policies are in general conformity with 
NWBCs strategic policies. Table 2 assesses only relevant LP policies against the DNP policies. 

 

Table 2: Assessment of how the policies in the DNP are in general conformity with the 
Strategic Policies in the Local Plan 

Adopted Strategic Policies NWBC Local 
Plan 

How this is reflected in the DNP  

 
9 See SEA/HRA Screening Report document at DNPs web site    
10 See Consultation Statement on DNPs web site  
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LP1 Sustainable Development provides a 
district wide policy context and includes 
the references to development plan 
policies in neighbourhood plans.  

The 8 bullet points that NWBC include to define 
sustainable development in LP1 are in accordance with 
the locally specific definitions of sustainable 
development identified in the DNPs policy 1. For 
example NWBC refer to the importance of creating 
linkages between green spaces – this is in accordance 
with the DNP policies 1 and 5. 
 

LP2 Settlement Hierarchy identifies 
Polesworth combined with Dordon as a 
market town. Development adjacent to 
these built-up areas will be permitted 
unless it is within the strategic gap, 
linkages are also expected to be made 
especially via walking and cycling. 
 
 

The DNP has been prepared in the context of the 
strategic allocation H4. The DNP accepts that Dordon 
will see a dramatic increase in population once H4 is 
completed and the policies within the DNP all speak to 
how this scale of development can be sustainably 
accommodated. This includes taking into account the 
strategic gap and the DNP provides evidence based on 
landscape analysis to show the value of the open spaces 
around Dordon. Integrating all development and 
focusing on enhancing walking and cycling is a key tenet 
of the DNP (e.g. Policy 5). 

LP4 Strategic Gap protects the land west 
of Dordon and the M42 corridor to 
prevent coalescence between Tamworth 
and Dordon.      

DNP Policy 4 identifies the landscape character of the 
Plan area and the contribution the strategic gap makes 
to that including using local analysis to identify key 
views across it. These views are not a bar to 
development but provide more information on why this 
landscape is sensitive and why it is important to the 
community.  

LP7 Housing Development – requires 
development to provides a mix of types 
and tenures of housing for older people, 
younger people, those with mobility 
issues and other special needs and plots 
for custom builders. All evidence is based 
on the SHMA. 
 
LP9 Affordable Housing  

DNP Policy 9 is underpinned by the Housing Needs 
Assessment commissioned for the DNP. The Dordon 
HNA analysis fits with the wider SHMA analysis but at 
the Dordon parish level. Policy 9 draws on this evidence 
to require locally specific housing mix. The DNP also 
finds evidence of higher than average ill health which 
has implications for house types and the importance of 
there being some flexibility to provide accessible and 
adaptable homes.   
DNP Policy 9 uses HNA analysis to identify the AH tenure 
that is required – the AH threshold is expected to be in 
accordance with NWBC LP9 unless viability assessments 
justify an alternate level.  

LP12 Employment Areas - supports the 
growth of employment identifying Birch 
Coppice and Core 42 in particular in the 
DNP area.  
 

DNP policy 12 also supports the growth of employment 
on allocated employment sites but also confirms 
support for other development that will make the Plan 
area more attractive for businesses e.g. the 
improvement of the neighbourhood centre.    

LP14 Landscape – supports the retention 
of trees, hedgerows and water bodies 
where possible and the protection of 
ancient woodland and species rich 
hedgerow. New landscape features will 
be assessed against the landscape 
character and new landscape schemes 

DNP Policy 4 provides a locally specific policy framework 
based on local analysis of key views and the Dordon 
Design Guide. Policy 4 also requires development to 
reflect the local landscape character and the LCA 
assessment. 
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should use native species and benefit 
biodiversity.  
LP15 Historic Environment requires the 
historic environment to be protected 
and notes that great weight will be given 
to the conservation of the Boroughs 
designated heritage assets.  

DNP Policy 6 provides the local context for this as well 
as setting out how proposals for the restoration of 
buildings on the heritage at risk register will be 
assessed. The DNP identifies 11 buildings and structures 
that have local heritage value and Policy 6 nominates  
them for  local listing. 

LP16 Natural Environment DNP Policy 2 provides more specific local detail showing 
how the NWBC policy framework can be applied within 
the Plan area. For example, policy 2 lists the sought of 
enhancement that can be made to enhance 
biodiversity. 

LP17 Green Infrastructure supports the 
maintenance and enhancement of a GI 
network.  

DNP Policy 5 puts this into a Dordon specific context 
identifying the important coffin trail as well as 
highlighting the need to protect, maintain and extend 
the existing routes that extend across the parish east to 
west and north to south.  

LP20 Green Spaces – retains, protects 
and where possible enhances them and 
notes that Neighbourhood Plans can 
designate additional areas.  Kitwood 
recreation is identified as a LGS in the 
NWBC Local Plan under LP20 

DNP Policy 3 designated two additional areas for LGS 
designation. 

LP21 Services and Facilities – identifies 
Browns Land and New Street shopping 
parade in Dordon as a Neighbourhood 
Centre and limits some uses like fast 
food takeaways and the loss of Class E 
within this area.  

The DNP supports this approach and Policy 12 highlights 
the need for environmental improvements to enhance 
the appearance of the Neighbourhood Centre to make 
it more attractive to local businesses and shoppers. 
Policy 13 identifies the range of community facilities in 
the Plan area and protects them.  

LP22 Open Spaces and Recreational 
Provision – protects and enhances these 
spaces wherever possible.  

The DNP reflects the community’s appreciation of Long 
Street Recreation Ground by designating at a LGS. New 
development must also ensure it retains the open 
spaces (including LWSs) that are enjoyed and highly 
valued by local people. The DNP policy 13 highlights the 
importance of securing the equivalent quality of 
facilities if Birch Coppice Clubhouse and allotments are 
relocated.  

LP27 Walking and Cycling - requires all 
developments to consider what 
improvements can be made to 
encourage safe and fully accessible 
walking and cycling.  

The DNP seeks to maximise the walking and cycling in 
new development and to enhance existing connections 
– this is a vital part of sustainable development and is 
encouraged in policy 1 and policy 5. 

LP29 Development Considerations – is 
an overarching policy that sets out the 
requirements for new development 

The DNP is in accordance with this approach. The 
considerations listed in NWBCs policy feature in all the 
DNP policies. 

LP30 Built Form – requires development 
to respect and reflect existing character. 
The policy requires development to 
accord with design briefs in 
neighbourhood plans. 

DNP policy 8 provides a locally specific policy framework 
for LP30. Policy 8 is underpinned by the Dordon Design 
Guidance and Code which provides a local analysis of 
existing house types, patterns of development and 
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layout to form the basis of a design code for new 
development.  

LP33 Water and Flood Risk Management 
– amongst other things it promotes the 
use of SuDs and for new development to 
improve natural riverine processes.  

DNP policy 7 addresses the local flood concerns and 
providing local evidence to require development to 
address surface water run-off and to maximise the use 
of SuDs to provide leisure, recreation and biodiversity 
benefits. 

LP34 Parking – provides minimum 
parking in town centres and the text 
notes that there is a parking study 
underway in market towns.  

DNP policy 13 uses local evidence to require a local 
parking standard for new development along Long 
Street and New Street to mitigate the existing 
congestion and to ensure these important access routes 
stay usable.  

LP35 Renewable Energy and Energy 
Efficiency- supports the use of 
renewable energy, energy efficient 
fabric and on site renewables 

DNP policy 11 is in accordance with this approach and 
reflects the community’s concern about the need to 
mitigate climate change especially given the scale of 
growth expected in the parish. Policy 11 lists  
approaches to local carbon construction that would be 
supported. The policy also addresses the need to be 
water efficient and supports retrofit of heritage assets 
where appropriate.  

 

7. Conclusion  
1.50 It is the view of Dordon Neighbourhood Plan Group that the foregoing has shown that the Basic 

Conditions as set out in Schedule 4B to the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 are considered to be 
met by the DNP and all the policies therein.   

1.51 The DNP has appropriate regard to the NPPF, will contribute to the achievement of sustainable 
development, is in conformity with the strategic policies contained in the NWBCs Local Plan and meets 
relevant EU obligations that have been transferred into UK Law.   

1.52 On that basis, it is respectfully suggested to the Examiner that the DNP complies with Paragraph 8(2) 
of Schedule 4B of the Act.   
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Appendix A SEA/HRA Screening Determination  

 
Chief Executive: Steve Maxey BA (Hons)  Dip LG  Solicitor  To see our privacy notice go to:  
  www.northwarks.gov.uk/privacy 

  

Steve Maxey  BA (Hons)  Dip LG  Solicitor 
Chief Executive 
The Council House 
South Street 
Atherstone 
Warwickshire 
CV9 1DE 
 
Switchboard : (01827) 715341 
E Mail  : 
dorothybarratt@northwarks.gov.uk 
Website : www.northwarks.gov.uk 
This matter is being dealt with by 
 : Dorothy Barratt 
Direct Dial  : (01827) 719250 
Your ref :  
Our ref : Dordon NP 
 
 
Date : 09/11/2022 

Dordon Parish Council 
 
Sent via email to Helen Metcalfe and Dordon PC 

 
Dear Dordon Parish Council  
 
Dordon Neighbourhood Development Plan Screening for Strategic Environmental 
Assessment (SEA) and Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) 
 
In accordance with the European Directive 2001/42/EC and associated Environmental 
Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (SEA Regulations), Planning with 
People (Helen Metcalfe) has prepared a SEA Screening Document to determine whether the 
Dordon Neighbourhood Development Plan should be subject to a Strategic Environmental 
Assessment (SEA) and Habitats Regulation Assessment (HRA).  The Screening Document 
explored the potential effects of the proposed Dordon Neighbourhood Plan and concluded that 
on the basis of the Screening Assessment, the Dordon Neighbourhood Plan would not result 
in significant environmental effects in relation to criteria set out in the SEA Regulations.  
 
The screening document was subsequently submitted to the statutory environmental bodies of 
Historic England, Environment Agency and Natural England for comment, in accordance with 
the SEA Regulations.  Out of the three consultees, only Natural England and Historic England 
responded, agreeing with the conclusions of the Screening Document that the preparation of a 
SEA/ HRA was not required. 
 
Having read the Submitted Draft NDP, Screening Document and response from the statutory 
consultees, I concur with the view that a SEA or HRA are not required for the Dordon 
Neighbourhood Plan as there are unlikely to be any significant effects on any designated 
European Sites either alone or in combination. Therefore no further assessment work would 
be required arising from the implementation of the Dordon Neighbourhood Plan  
 
I hope this is sufficient for your needs. However, should you have any queries please do not 
hesitate to contact the Forward Planning Team.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

D M Barratt 
 
Dorothy Barratt 
Forward Planning & Economic Development Manager 
 


